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NO MORE VIOLENT RACIST POLICE EXCHANGES: ATLANTA OUT OF GILEE 

 
A coalition of Atlanta scholars, faith leaders, civil rights organizations, and human rights activists have called 
upon Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms to end the Atlanta Police Department’s participation in the Georgia 
International Law Enforcement Exchange (GILEE),1 a privately-controlled police exchange program founded 
in 1992. 
 
GILEE arranges for law enforcement officials to train with foreign governments that engage in racial profiling, 
mass surveillance, arbitrary detention, violence against protesters, sexism, anti-Semitism, and Islamophobia. 
 
During the 2017 mayoral campaign, Mayor Bottoms agreed to freeze APD’s participation in GILEE and meet 
with concerned community members.2 Here’s why police exchanges like GILEE threaten Atlanta residents: 
 
Fact #1:  GILEE Works with and Legitimizes Foreign Governments That Violate Human Rights: 

• China, where a surveillance state imprisons one million Uighyur Muslims in concentration camps.3 
• Egypt, where the police have opened fire on protesters, killing nearly 1,000 demonstrators in a single 

day, tortured dissidents, and subjected female protesters to “virginity tests.”4 
• Hungary, where Jewish activists are harassed and threatened5 by a far-right government that has 

sought to whitewash Hungary’s World War II collaboration with Nazi Germany.6 
• Israel, GILEE’s original and primary partner, whose military and police forces collaborate to hold 

millions of Palestinians under an illegal occupation, open fire on protesters,7 collectively punish entire 
cities, 8 and subject residents of African descent to racial discrimination,9 among other human rights 
abuses.10  

• Uzbekistan, which has raided churches,11 arrested women for wearing hijabs,12 used forced labor in 
cotton fields as punishment,13 and subjected men accused of being gay to “rectal examinations.”14 

 
Fact #2:  GILEE Teaches Racism and Islamophobia: Former GBI Director Vernon Keenan has said that 
GILEE taught him “the primary threat to democratic countries was terrorism by radical Islam.”15 GILEE’s 
founding director, Robert Friedmann, has repeatedly used the program to smear Arabs and Muslims: 

• “The problem is, because of the First Amendment, the FBI won’t go into mosques.”16  
• “…from within Islamic sources, and I’m talking about the leadership, varied as it is, there has not been 

a single unequivocal condemnation of September 11th.”17 
•  “Meanwhile self-styled Arab-American advocacy groups continue to support terror while focusing 

their efforts on mounting frivolous complaints about violations of their "rights."18 
•  “There is no Islamophobia. There is knife-o-phobia.”20 

 
Fact #3 GILEE Propagates Rightwing Political Extremism 
The GILEE website features extremist articles24 that advocate for the Iraq War,25 call for bombing Iran,26  

smear Arab-Americans,27 and repeatedly slander Jimmy Carter: condemning him as "one of the worst 
presidents,”28 arguing he should have never received a Nobel Peace Prize,29 calling him and other 
anti-war activists “appeasers,”30 and calling for him to be labeled a “supporter of genocide.”31 
  
Fact #4:  GILEE Promotes Dangerous Policing Tactics 
Under the guise of teaching “urban policing” and “counter-terrorism,”36 GILEE teaches police officials the 
tactics of militarized police forces that treat communities as enemies. GILEE has taught that officers should 
inspire fear by “racking” their firearms when they unholster them,37 flash their vehicle’s blue lights when 
patrolling neighborhoods,38 and limit free speech by targeting “incitement.”39  
 
The militarization of police forces has already endangered communities across this country. In Georgia, the 
number of fatal police shootings nearly doubled from 2017 to 2018.40 Foreign police exchanges make a bad 
problem worse. That is why several cities have ended police exchanges like GILEE.41 
 
We therefore call on Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms to: 

• Bar the Atlanta Police Department from participating in GILEE and any similar police exchanges with 
governments that spread bigotry or violate human rights, including China, Egypt, Hungary and Israel.  

• Promote real public safety by investing resources in affordable housing, health care, education, and a 
livable wage for all workers. 
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